The dangerous financial politics of AIDS "cocktail" therapies.
Political pressures by local AIDS activists are forcing some communities to redirect limited financial resources exclusively toward new drug therapies called protease inhibitors. These expensive and often reckless decisions threaten both the financial integrity of AIDS service organizations and the health of the public. The dangerous financial politics surrounding access to the new and complicated drug therapies for AIDS threaten to bankrupt local AIDS health service, create inescapable financial and legal liabilities, and may contribute to a worsening of the AIDS epidemic, causing the elimination of essential systems of prevention and care for the highest risk populations-adolescents and minority women.